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death.' Their natural deaths they would die far outside the Transvaal, wherever
there was a piece of earth given them, but if they would die a noble death, a man's
death, there was only one course open to them. If, perchance, even after they had
taken that course it came to pass that every one of them had to leave the Transvaal,
then was it not better that they should leave as men than remain as cowards who had
gone back upon their sacred resolution taken at the old Empire Theatre ? He thought
the whole of the Colony would rise and tell General Smuts, if the Colony was convinced
that they were sincere, willing to suffer for their cause and country, religion and honour,
then the Colonists would tell General Smuts he had not received a mandate to expel
these people from the country. They did not want future immigration; they did not
want to remain there and set up undue competition with white people. People who
were capable of putting up a fight like that would not offer undue competition, but
would fall in with any legislation that might be devised for the common good of all,
but certainly not for the good of only a handful of store-keepers. If it were necessary
that stores should be regulated for the common good of the country, why, they had
offered it times without number. They did not want to flood the Colony with Indians,
but the handful of Indians who had a right to remain in the Transvaal should be allowed
to remain as worthy citizens of a mighty Empire, but should not remain as beasts so
long as he could help it. (Applause.)
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75.'   TRIAL A T JOIUNMSB UR&
[JOHANNESBURG,
January 10, 1908]
The eastern side of Government Square presented an extraordinary scene of
excitement this afternoon, All through the lunch hour there was a big gathering of
Indians, and at two o'clock precisely a continuous stream of Indians indicated the
approach of the leaders. Mr. Gandhi was the first to appear. It was drizzling, and
his ardent admirers sheltered him with umbrellas as he walked along slowly reading
the first edition of The Star. The Indians kept pouring on to the Square, and the public
entrance to the Court was blocked, The Magistrate, Mr, Jordan, was seen walking
through the crowd, and of course he attracted considerable attention. At ten minutes
past two the lock was heard in the door, and the press outside became greater. The
doors were flung open and the crowd was met by Captain Potter, Superintendent
Vernon, and two police. The officer ordered the entrance to be cleared and considerable
confusion followed. The dense mass swayed backward, and when it was possible for
1 In October 1908, the Rev. Joseph J. Doke wrote about this occasion of
Gandhiji's first imprisonment as follows: "There is the trial in the B Criminal Court,
a great mass of the excited Asiatics crushed in at the door, and spreading to a great
crowd outside. The cynical Magistrate with his face flushed, presiding at the Benchj
the biorswhoe of legal offices below". Vide M.K. Gandhi; An Indian Patriot in South Africa,